
Hazards found in 
laboratories are very 
real concerns for 
scHool administrators

In the professional workplace, 
laboratories are monitored closely 
by OSHA and other federal, state 
and local regulations. Generally 
speaking, there isn’t any overarching 
body that governs the safety in 
colleges or high schools.
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lab safety.

Laboratories on college campuses or in high school 
classrooms can be just as hazardous as a professional 
laboratory, so it’s important to make sure the environment is 
tightly controlled. The key to an effective safety program is to 
make sure that it’s well communicated and that the practices 
outlined are followed. This is important not only for the safety 
of your students, but for the safety of your employees and 
protection against property damage.  By putting some of the 
below policies in place, your lab can be a safer place for both 
students and faculty.

create a laboratory HealtH and  
safety policy

Creating a health and safety policy for the laboratory helps 
identify potential hazards and helps to educate others about 
those dangers. It’s important to regularly review the policy to 
make sure it’s still accurate and up to date.
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prepare. protect. prevail.Sm



training

All students or individuals using the lab should 
be trained on the health and safety policy, as well 
as proper emergency response in the event of 
an accident.  It’s also important that all users of 
the lab know how to properly use equipment and 
know proper procedures to prevent injury  
or accidents.

inspections

Regular inspections of the lab should be done by 
a responsible person knowledgeable in lab safety. 
They should be looking for potential hazards, 
unsafe lab practices or conditions. Unannounced 
inspections can be useful in monitoring the 
continued use of proper safety provisions.

don’t Work alone

Students and lab users shouldn’t work alone or 
use a lab without anyone knowing they are there. 
An ideal situation is to always have a faculty 
member present when students are using the lab, 
but in the college space that’s not always possible. 
Students should always have a buddy with them 
when using the lab in case of emergency.

safety Wear 

All users of the lab should be required to wear 
appropriate Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) including, but not limited to, lab coats, 
goggles and gloves. It’s important to make sure 
the PPE worn are appropriate for the experiment 
or procedure being conducted. Baggy clothing 
shouldn’t be worn.

no food or drink in tHe lab

Have a no food or drink in the lab policy to avoid 
consumption of contaminated foods or drinks.

Have cHemical quantity and 
storage policies

Make sure all chemicals are being stored properly 
and that flammable substances aren’t stored in 
the lab at any time.

good Housekeeping

Keeping all work areas clean and free of clutter 
will lessen the risk of slip/falls and the accidental 
knocking of liquid, experiments or other potential 
hazardous materials.

keep all emergency  
numbers visible

Always post emergency numbers in a visible and 
accessible place in case of an emergency. It’s also 
important to post evacuation routes and to hold 
emergency drills to educate students and lab 
users how to respond in an emergency situation.

Having lab safety controls in place makes for 
a safer environment for both students and 
faculty. To learn more about lab safety, check 
out the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s 
School Chemistry Laboratory Safety Guide. 
You can also visit our loss control site for more 
information on how to keep your school safe.
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the information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal 
advice. the Hartford does not warrant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) 
result in the elimination of any unsafe conditions at your business locations or with respect to your business operations; or 
(ii) will be an appropriate legal or business practice. the Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or correction 
of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your business practices, and the views and recommendations contained 
herein shall not constitute our undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your 
business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are in compliance with any law, rule or regulation. 
readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information provided in these 
materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations herein 
are as of June 2014.
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for more information.
Contact your local Hartford agent or your Hartford Loss Control consultant.  
Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control website at tHeHartford.com/losscontrol.
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