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Darryl Vidal and John Becht 
Team Fish 
 
Location: San Diego, CA       Impact on Local Community: Supporting disabled veterans 
In 2012, Darryl Vidal decided to start a 
business after noticing a void in the market 
for people like him who wanted to use 
smaller devices such as kayaks for fishing. 
An avid fisherman, Darryl designed his own 
float tube rod holder/rod rack out of PCV 
pipe and received a patent. Having no 
formal business experience, Darryl put an 
ad in a fishing magazine looking for a 
business partner and met John Becht, also 
an avid fisherman with more than 30 years 
of design, manufacturing, marketing and 
general business experience.  
 
Together, Darryl and John own Team Fish, 
Inc., a San Diego-based design and 
manufacturing business specializing in 
fishing equipment and supplies. Darryl and 
John have designed light-weight 
accessories for float tube and kayak fishing, 
which offers a more affordable way for 
people to fish compared with using a 
motorized boat. Not only does this type of 
fishing double as a form of exercise, it is an 
environmentally friendly option with a zero 
carbon footprint. 
 
As the company grows, Darryl and John 
plan to hire veterans, who make up nearly 
15% of the population of San Diego County. 
As a veteran business owner, John believes 
that it is important to understand the unique 
challenges faced by veterans transitioning 
from the military to a civilian career, such as 
a lack of applicable skill sets. 
 
John’s goal is to create a supportive and 
flexible company culture that is sensitive to 
those dealing with post traumatic stress 
disorder. Team Fish has also designed their 
manufacturing processes to allow for 
disabled veterans to build their equipment, 
adjusting the process based on the type of 
disability. They have supported local 
organizations such as the San Diego 

chapter of Heroes on the Water, whose 
mission is to relax, rehabilitate and 
reintegrate veterans through kayak fishing 
and the outdoors. John has also started to 
partner with military doctors who are using 
float tubes and kayaks as a therapy tool to 
promote independence for disabled 
veterans.  
 

In 2016, Team Fish received a loan from 
Accion to purchase inventory. This loan was 
made possible with support from The 
Hartford through its Communities with 
HART program, which supports 
entrepreneurs who are having a positive 
impact in their community. 
 
This loan will help Team Fish manufacture 
products for several new contracts. They 
have recently been offered a contract to sell 
their items through Wal-Mart, which is a 
great opportunity to expand the business 
and increase sales. They are also selling 
their products online. The more their 
business grows, the more Team Fish will be 
able to support the veteran community. 


